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ee Ror evrerel, mack X hewe been contacted on ccons | 
ay Josegh Meola, noborioss ‘Smuggler, gunrunner and BAvIES soem, 
MB EXETSESs interest tn offerine his uscistence fa cunnec. 


on W. 
- Because of his ‘Racitground I heave elvays evaded ~ 
SOMEWe, | om! 6 Feb 61 he called saying ba had sone information cone 
‘prexilien ‘Senator, a: ‘close friend — soutidante of Beha! Guevara, 
| tellt we. should kyee ‘about; 


Tap 
‘ 


2. “y contacted the RBI to check on Kerola's “hackernad and wi 

‘Shet waile he. hes @ leng record, hb: undoubtedly could: speak euther:. 

: competing ‘interna ae aLEeirs 5 ieterast im his ubility tc smuggle ¢2 
» year contraband ASB consaqu “ura, I visited Merola at his palatial bk. 
“cerm Resch, © 


3. Meme imformed we th.: be ie curcently “.t Liberty" on two count. 
2h & tep-peosr probation in correction with his ccourietica on a charge of 
ringing the sea-ia-law of Fulesoncio Batista, Cenerti Virandsa, to che US in 
2 Clamicetine fashion followiusg the Caer Re ea and b) an appeal being 
a ageimss a couviction dmrrolving « « 3 fror: a National Guard 

meory. Neroiui wes siven five years sit * io Suracted te drag on 
ndefimite’ ly. 


4. Whee queried sbost the Brazilia: § that he hae aoc 

‘of menetived detadis, but that Sen an: . ve in the Latin 

, mertiean contraiert + Bbdeiaidd: anid bir i the Sacrcor wes ar erested in 
ve! be whereby Largs qh: ot ‘aus of ve Ve! “obo maugeled inno 
caetd, He seiZ that "the Semetar had visited Cuba & liowins Casio's victory 
wd bad Geen the special guest of “Che” Gueiare. Wo cther details wera made 
ileble at the tim: of the tntecview of Mercia, 


oy 


5. Ie de me otinter that iis pruac ue. ction dex Mercola contacting us 
woto eecertais tf we would Leer ue vit fu. esderal court to reseind the 4 
rah Le travel cactrictiion curreathy Levovsd on cim go chat Merole could go to | 


nell te work ovt detaile of the w! Aske. muggy. tag. Tf ae him that there ; 


it Ge nO posetbtlity of us sodeg of vgeistance im thy matter 
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emigale +. guticunner and: genera) | 
offering | 5 


we 


pach af “his” background: 1 have always 
ever," on 6:Fe e' called -sayi hs chad: 
bees Oe é frie ase Lng. he’. ¢. ‘some inforr 


, a i contacted: the’ FBI to: check on Merola's ‘background 
that while he has. a “long ‘record, he undoubtedly could speak . 
concerning international affairs; interest in his ability to 5.18% 
on 


other contraband... _ As 'a.c sequence, I yasited Merola at. his palati 
Miami Beach. ean eae 


pas 


Mer la informed: we ‘that he 4s miorkently, Nat e liberty" on two’ co 
a) A two-year probation in connection with his conviction on a charge o 
>ringing the son-in-law. ‘of Fulgencio. Batista, General Miranda, to the U 

1 clandestine fashion’ following the Castro victory, and b) an appeal bei«, 
caken against a conviction involving a theft of guns from a National Guard 


\emory. . Merola was aie five ven but his appeal is expected to drag on 
ndefinitely. ae ri 


‘ 


4. When queried “aseue: the Brazilian Senator, Merola said that he has not 
et received details, but that Sam Kay, one of his associates in the Latin 
merican contrabend business, told him that the Senator was interested in 
eveloping a project whereby large quantities of whiskey would be smggled into 
- razil. 


He said that the Senator had visited Cuba following Castro's victory 
id had been the special guest of “Che" Guevara. 


No other details were made 
railable at the time of the interview of Merola. 


5. It is ny ‘opinion that the principal reason for Merola contacting us 
Ss to ascertain 1f we would intervene with the Federal Court to rescind the 


-mile travel restriction currently imposed on him so that Merola could go to 
azil to work out details of the whiskey smuggling. 


I informed him that there 
wld be no. ier ne ae of us. bananas of seatecence in the matter. 
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', Soklowing Castro's vietory he had gore to Havana, 


ree 6 Merola then stated that he had heen actively engaged in gunrunning in 
“behalf? af Fidel Castro during the revolt against Batista, He dcaced that : 


and had been received warmly 


by Eidek Castro and Camilo Cienfuegos. He furnished some detaile concerning 


_ these contacts, as well as his contact with Colonel "Johnnie! Abbea, head of 
., he Dominican secret police also a contact of his, which are being forwarded 
im report form, _ 


de Merola also indicated that he is very well acquainted with Antonio 
@e Warona, head of the FRD, and felt that he would be able to provide definite 


. assistance to.the Frente should he be called upon. He has a 63-foot, boat 
awailable which he would mot be adverse to "lending" to his friends. 


-§. He alse“mentioned that he realizes that we are not in a position 


to be “persuasive” with Gastro agents in Miami, or with firms making clandestine 


shipments to Cuba via the British West Indies, Mexico or Canada. 


Merola | 
expressed the opinion that he might be able to be of considerable assistance 


im "discussions" with individuals or corporations re their desisting from 
lending aid to Castro. 


9. We expressed appreciation for his offer of assistance but stated 
that it was very unlikely that we would request any help; however, we would 


be glad to hear details of any Latin American intrigue which comes to his 
attention, and which could be of any significance. 


“10. No furthex ‘contact is contemplated, but for the record the followin 
is.submitted: ~2- - - ; als 


Kame: “Joseph Raymond Merola | 
"DOB: 9: October 1925 - 
’ POB: Turtle Creek, Pennsylvania 


_. He“gerved in the US Marine Corps from 1941 to 1945, Serial 32962¢ 
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